AGENDA FOR THE RIF GENERAL ASSEMBLY. AUG 11 2007. TYUMEN, RUSSIA.
1. Opening of the General Assembly.

2. Election of the Chairman of the General Assembly.

3. Election of the Secretary for the General Assembly.

4. Election of three persons who should check the protocol.

5. Election of three scrutineers who should count the votes, if necessary.
6. Approval of the agenda.

7. Roll call.

8. Adoption of new members, if any. The new members do have the right to vote at the General Assembly from now on.

9. Reports from the President, the Treasurer and the Auditor.

10. Approval of the work of the Central Committee for the last two years.

11. Budget and membership fees.

12. Election of the Central Committee. The Chinese Federation suggests Na Wei to be Vice President 
13. Decision of the place for future RIF official championships.
a) Team World Championship 2008. Finland is candidate.

b) World Championship 2009.

c) Asian Championship 2008
d) Youth World Championship 2008
e) European Championship 2008.

14. Reports from the Commissions.

15. Election of the Commissions.

16. Proposal from Peter Jonsson:
More than a year has passed since the GA in Tallinn.

Someway we must move forward and I have some ideas similar to Norihiko Kawamura’s who pointed out that there are different go rules (for counting points, as far as I know there are three different ones). Many countries use a different rule in national tournaments than in international.

I have also checked how table tennis changed their rules. Like in ice hockey they tried the new rules in competitions and made the decision after evaluation of a trial period.

The suggestion is as follows:

1) GA makes a voting like we did last year in Tallinn. A “best” new opening rule is decided and then GA decides if this rule can be the new official rule. The candidates are the same 31 suggestions like last year plus two additional candidates.

2) If the voting (including veto) says that  no new opening rules were adopted then a new voting takes place. In this voting the question is: can RIF accept a trial period from 01.01.2008 to 31.12.2008? During this period some tournaments are played with the new opening rules (the “best” new opening rule from point 1). The tournaments are e-mail WC and TWC. Further more each RIF country has to arrange at least one official tournament during the period. All games are counted on the RIF rating list. Member countries can themselves decide if they want to count the games on the national rating lists. All games have to be published on renju.net. After the period has finished a voting takes place by mail (finished  31.01.2009) and the voting decides if the new opening rule can be the official RIF opening rule from 01.07.2009.

3) If GA can not accept points 1 or 2 point 3 is the same as point 2 except that TWC is not included (a national tournament and e-mail WC are included).

4) If GA can not accept points 1,2 or 3 GA vote for if the e-mail WC can be played with the new rules.

The suggestions above give the member countries time for reflection and they can use the old opening rules in their national tournaments if they prefer to do so.

It guarantees that the member countries can vote against the new rules after the trial period if they are not satisfied. It also satisfies the players who prefer a development and they can use the new rules in some tournaments.

In some way the test tournaments can evaluate the new rules better if it is tournaments with status (TWC and E-mail WC).

Last year we discussed a lot about advantages and drawbacks of each of the 31 suggestions for new opening rules. I think that players are well aware of what kind of rules they prefer and what effects they have on the game of Renju.

Let us hope that we can agree upon a good decision.

17. Closing of the General Assembly

Peter Jonsson, President of RIF
